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Within just four years of their arrival in Europe, the new
Tanzanian aardvarks have managed to establish
themselves and breed. This positive start is a good omen
for their future in European zoos. Moreover, the
newcomers represent an opportunity to solve the
aardvark inbreeding problem. But before mixing
Tanzanian and southern African aardvarks it is urgent to
test the relationships between the two populations to
avoid gene dilution and outbreeding depression,
respectively.
Robovsky and colleagues at the University of
South Bohemia in the Czech Republic are currently
working on the genetics of the captive aardvarks, and
depending on the results, mixing or isolation of the two
captive populations will need to be assessed. However,
there are a few additional considerations in further
developing a sound captive breeding programme:
Currently there are 16 adults and one new-born
Tanzanian aardvark in European zoological institutions.
It is unclear if this number is sufficient for a viable
population, even with a highly successful reproductive
rate in these new animals. Finally, the inbreeding problem
faced by the original European aardvark population, of
southern African origin, would still not be solved, and
might even spread to the American population, without
additional animals (and genetic variability) from Africa.
Encouragingly, a dozen zoological institutions in Europe
have shown interest in obtaining their first aardvarks
(Schoo 2011), so that with sound, scientifically-based
coordination of the acquisition and transfer of
individuals, a long term solution to the inbreeding
problem could be found.
Even though the aardvark is considered “Least
Concern” by the IUCN Red List (Lindsey et al. 2008),
Africa is developing quickly, and in the future even
animals that are currently seemingly safe could become
threatened. With a viable zoo-breeding programme reintroduction becomes a possible conservation option in
the future. Moreover, studies performed on the zoo
population can have repercussions on wild aardvarks. In
particular, the question of sub-species validity could
show a more complex biodiversity pattern in modern
aardvarks than previously realized. The conservation
status of O. afer would have to be refined accordingly.

Review
Eponyms in the Afrotheria: Who
were the people that had Afrotheria
species named after them?
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Taxon

Common Name

Person species is named after

Nationality

Vocation

Dates

Eremitalpa granti
Chrysospalex trevelyani
Chrysochloris visagiei
Chrysochloris stuhlmanni
Chrysochloris zyli
Carpitalpa arendsi
Carpitalpa duthieae
Carpitalpa sclateri
Amblysomus marleyi
Neamblysomus gunningi
Neamblysomus julianae
Micropotamogale lamottei
Echinops telfairi
Microgale cowani
Microgale dobsoni
Microgale drouhardi
Microgale grandidieri
Microgale jenkinsae
Microgale majori
Microgale nasoloi
Microgale talazaci
Mircrogale thomasi
Rhynchocyon cirnei
Rhynchocyon petersi
Elephantulus edwardii
Elephantulus revoili
Elephantulus rozeti
Heterohyrax brucei

Grant's golden mole
Giant golden mole
Visagie's golden mole
Stuhlmann's golden mole
Van Zyl's golden mole
Arends' golden mole
Duthie's golden mole
Sclater's golden mole
Marley's golden mole
Gunning's golden mole
Juliana's golden mole
Nimba otter shrew
Lesser hedgehog tenrec
Cowan's shrew tenrec
Dobson's shrew tenrec
Drouhard's shrew tenrec
Grandidier’s shrew tenrec
Jenkins’ shrew tenrec
Major's long-tailed tenrec
Nasolo’s shrew tenrec
Talazac's shrew tenrec
Thomas' shrew tenrec
Chequered sengi
Black-and-rufous sengi
Cape rock sengi
Somali sengi
North African sengi
Yellow-spotted hyrax

Capt. Claude H.B. Grant
Herbert Trevelyn
I.H.J. Visagie
Prof. Franz Stuhlmann
Maj. Gideon van Zyl
Nicholas P. Arends
Dr. Augusta Duthie
William L. Sclater
Harold W. Bell-Marley
Dr. Jan W. B. Gunning
Juliana Meester
Dr. Maxime Lamotte
Dr. Charles Telfair
Rev. William D. Cowan
George E. Dobson
E. Drouhard
Alfred Grandidier
Paulina D. Jenkins
Charles I. Forsyth Major
Nasolo Rakotoarison
Rev. Pere Talazac
M.R. Oldfield Thomas
Manuel J.M. Cirne
Dr. Wilhelm K.H. Peters
Jean B. Edouard Verreaux
George E.J. Revoil
Claude-Antoine Rozet
James Bruce

British
?
South African
German
South African
British
South African
British
South African
Dutch
South African
French
British
British?
Irish
French
French
British
British
Malagasy
French
British
Portuguese
German
French
French
French
British

Ornithologist
?
Landowner
Zoologist
Landowner
Collector
Botanist
Ornithologist
Naturalist
Physician
Spouse
Zoologist
Collector
Missionary
Zoologist
Forester
Naturalist
Mammalogist
Paleontologist
Mammalogist
Missionary
Mammalogist
Governor
Naturalist
Naturalist
Naturalist
Army Officer
Explorer

1878-1958
?
- ?
?
- ?
1863-1928
1873-1956
?
- ?
1881-1963
1863-1944
1872-1945
1860-1913
1919-1986
1920-2007
1778-1833
1844-1923
1848-1895
?
- ?
1836-1921
?
1844-1923
1961-1996
?
- ?
1858-1929
1784-1832
1815-1883
1810-1868
1852-1894
1798-1858
1730-1794

Afrotheria News
An update on the threats to
Afrotheria in northern coastal Kenya
As reported in the last edition of Afrotherian Conservation
(Amin et al. 2011), the wooded areas in northern coastal
Kenya are coming under threat from unsustainable forest
exploitation and clearance for agriculture. These forests
are a haven for several afrotheres, including aardvark and
three species of sengi, while dugongs are found in the
coastal waters (Andanje et al. 2010, 2011); they are also
home to the indigenous Aweer people (also known as the
Boni), whose culture and lives as hunter-gatherers have
been forged from their long and intimate association with
the forest.
In July 2011 we undertook a participatory rural
assessment with the Aweer in Mangai, one of the six
Aweer settlements (see Fig 1.), to understand more about
the interdependence of the people and the ecosystem
(Bett et al. 2011). Today perhaps less than 1,500 Aweer
people live in the forest and none in the Boni or Dodori
national reserves. They depend primarily on crop farming
although they have had no formal support in their efforts
to become cultivators and most have limited means and
little access to agricultural extension and other services or
markets. There is also considerable crop damage done by
wildlife, especially by buffalos and baboons and
increasingly by hippos, whose numbers are reported to
be on the increase. All attempts to secure compensation
from the authorities for the damage associated with
human wildlife conflict have failed. The majority of
people remain food-insecure most years. Coping
strategies to address the deficit include falling back on
traditional hunting and gathering skills, with women and
older girls foraging for fruits, tubers, herbs and berries
from the forest, and men collecting honey.

Figure 1. Map of north-eastern Kenya, showing national
reserves and Aweer settlements.
Faced with few alternatives, the Aweer communities have
continued to open up new farmlands within the forest
corridor between the Boni and Dodori national reserves.
The Constitution of Kenya 2010 calls for devolution of
decision-making to county level, so now there is an
excellent opportunity for community-based forest and
related resources management with the Aweer and Ijara
communities to be promoted by the county governments
and the relevant government agencies (i.e. Kenya Forest
Service, Kenya Wildlife Service, National Environment

